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ABSTRACT 

Since its founding, the Communist Party of China (CPC) has placed 
striving for socialism and communism at the core of its program. 
The CPC is a firm believer in and practitioner of Marxism and 
scientific socialism, an active promoter of the world socialist 
movement and the international communist movement, and also 
a leader of and major contributor to the innovative development 
of Marxism and world socialism in the twenty-first century. 
Employing historical analysis, this article analyzes the different 
stages of the party’s 100-year history, and demonstrates that the 
Chinese revolution led by the party has been a key element in 
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party has created, upheld and developed socialism with Chinese 
characteristics, promoting reform and opening-up and pursuing 
the modernization of socialism with Chinese characteristics. In 
this way, the party has played a major role in promoting the 
development of world socialism, accumulating important 
experience for socialists internationally. As humanity enters a new 
era in the twenty-first century, socialism with Chinese 
characteristics represents a major contribution made by the CPC 
to the world socialist movement. 


The main theme in the history of the development of world socialism is that generations 
of communists around the world have overcome difficulties, undergone exacting tests, 
fought heroically and tenaciously, and registered brilliant achievements. This history 
has also seen Marxism and scientific socialism advance with the times, continuously 
enriching and developing themselves through practice. The CPC’s 100-year history of 
development forms an integral part of the heritage of the international communist move- 
ment and the world socialist movement; the party occupies a prominent position and has 
made a great contribution. History has provided eloquent proof that the Communist 
Party of China (CPC) is a firm believer in and loyal practitioner of Marxism and scientific 
socialism. It is an active promoter and conscious pioneer of the international communist 
movement and the world socialist movement, and also a strong leader of and major con- 
tributor to the innovative development of Marxism and world socialism in the twenty- 
first century. 
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Within the context of the international communist movement and beneath its influ- 
ence, the Communist Party of China was born from a glorious combination of Marxism- 
Leninism with the Chinese workers’ movement, and developed through tenacious 
struggles. It is the sacred mission of the party to seek happiness for the Chinese people 
and to realize the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. Over the past hundred years, the 
party has achieved numerous human miracles, leading the people in the cause of the Chi- 
nese revolution, construction and reform. It has become a large, strong party in terms of 
its global impact, and is the mainstay of the world socialist movement as well. In the 
development of history over the past century, the establishing of the Communist Party 
of China; the founding of the People’s Republic of China; the advancement of reform 
and opening-up and the cause of socialism with Chinese characteristics; the building 
of a moderately prosperous society in an all-round way; and the comprehensive con- 
struction of a modern socialist country have all been landmark events. The process 
through which the party has led the hundred-year struggle of the Chinese people has 
brought new vitality to Marxism and scientific socialism, and has written a magnificent 
chapter in the history of world socialist development. 


I. The Chinese Revolution Led by the Communist Party of China 
Represents a Key Achievement of the International Communist 
Movement 


Historically, the international communist movement embodies the action of the proletar- 
iat and the working masses, led by Marxist political parties all over the world, in opposing 
capitalism and all exploitative systems; in carrying out socialist revolution, construction 
and reform; in establishing and improving the socialist system; and finally, in pursuing 
the realization of communism and the liberation of all humankind. The proletarian revo- 
lution represents the most extensive and profound social change in the history of human- 
ity, a transformation that differs from previous revolutions in its complexity, arduousness 
and protracted character. The Chinese revolution led by the Communist Party of China 
is the creative achievement of the international communist movement in China, which 
previously was an economically and culturally backward eastern country. The path of 
the Chinese revolution has been a unique one, with distinct Chinese characteristics. 
Since its founding, the Communist Party of China has defined its program as the 
struggle for communism and socialism, clearly inscribing these aims on its banner. In 
1848 the “Manifesto of the Communist Party” was published; marking the “magnificent 
sunrise’ of scientific socialism, this promoted the development of world socialism in 
practice, and profoundly changed the course of human history. In China, a group of 
advanced intellectuals with inchoate communist ideas began to use Marxism as an ideo- 
logical weapon for analyzing the country’s destiny and for transforming society. Li Daz- 
hao, a pioneer of the Chinese communist movement, pointed out that the October 
Revolution was a “revolution based on socialism,” and the beginning of a “new era” in 
human history. He predicted a future “world of red flags” (Li 1999, 217). In a series of 
works, Li Dazhao introduced the basic principles of Marxist historical materialism, pol- 
itical economy and scientific socialism, going on to disseminate these ideas in more sys- 
tematic fashion. Cai Hesen, an important early leader of the Communist Party of China, 
also insisted at that time that China's future transformation would correspond fully with 


INTERNATIONAL CRITICAL THOUGHT 499 


“the principles and methods of socialism” (Cai 1980, 57). With the dissemination of 
Marxism-Leninism in China and with the integration of its ideas into the Chinese 
workers’ movement, the Communist Party of China came into being, proclaiming the 
realization of communism as its highest ideal and ultimate goal. As Comrade Mao 
Zedong pointed out in his speech “On the People’s Democratic Dictatorship,” it was 
“the blast of the October Revolution” that had brought Marxism-Leninism to the Chinese 
people. “The Chinese have found Marxism-Leninism, which is universal truth, and thus 
China has changed” (Mao 1991, 1470, 1471). Since the birth of the Communist Party of 
China, the Chinese revolution has had a strong core of leadership and a correct direction; 
the Chinese people have had a backbone, and China has had a bright future. And since 
then, the Chinese revolutionary movement has also become a vital part of the inter- 
national communist movement. 

The Chinese revolution led by the Communist Party of China is an anti-imperialist 
and anti-feudal new democratic revolution, and as such, has an important position in 
the international communist movement. In semi-colonial and semi-feudal modern 
China, the main social contradictions were those between the Chinese nation and imperi- 
alism, and between the masses of the people and feudalism. This showed that the Chinese 
people and the Chinese nation needed to overthrow imperialism and feudalism so as to 
achieve national independence, to liberate the people, and to achieve the prosperity of the 
country and of its population. To accomplish these historical tasks, and realize the great 
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, became a great dream that has been unswervingly 
pursued by the Chinese people throughout modern times. The Communist Party of 
China creatively applied the basic principles of Marxism-Leninism to China, an econ- 
omically and culturally backward eastern country, and created a new revolutionary 
path with Chinese characteristics, encircling the cities from the countryside, setting up 
armed rule by the workers and peasants, and finally seizing power throughout the 
country. After 28 years of arduous struggle the Communist Party of China, leading Chi- 
nese people of all ethnic groups, carried through the new democratic revolution and 
established the people’s democratic dictatorship. These measures were among the politi- 
cal prerequisites if China was to embark on a socialist path, and in the history of the inter- 
national communist movement, provided a model for the proletarian revolution. The 
effect was to greatly enrich and develop Marxism-Leninism. The national independence 
and people’s liberation that the Chinese nation had dreamed of were achieved, and not 
only that, but a new era in Chinese history was begun. The new democratic revolution in 
China also rates as the most significant historical event in the history of the international 
communist movement after the victory of the October Revolution, another great victory 
in the international proletarian struggle. 

During the new democratic revolution, the founding of the Communist Party of 
China and the leading role that the party performed in the Chinese revolution benefited 
from the guidance and help provided by the Communist International. This aid acceler- 
ated the Chinese revolution to a definite extent. For example, Lenin’s theoretical work on 
ethnic and colonial issues and the Supplementary Outline on Ethnic and Colonial Issues 
formulated by the Second International played an important guiding role as the CPC 
sought to develop a revolutionary program suited to China’s national conditions. During 
the first congress of the communist parties and national revolutionary groups of the far 
east, organized by the Communist International and held from January 21 to February 2, 
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1922, Lenin despite his illness met with the Chinese delegation. He expressed the hope 
that the Communist Party of China and the Kuomintang would cooperate, and encour- 
aged the Chinese working class and revolutionary masses to strengthen their unity in 
order to push the Chinese revolution forward. To cite another example, a decision by 
the Communist International conveyed by Wang Jiaxiang, the CPC’s representative to 
the International, played a positive role in establishing Mao Zedong’s overall leadership 
of the party at the Sixth Plenary Session of the Sixth Central Committee of the CPC in 
September 1938. However, the experience of guidance and assistance from the Commu- 
nist International included both successes and failures. It was in the struggle against some 
of the mistaken guidance provided by the Communist International on how to advance 
the Chinese revolution that the CPC gradually combined the basic principles of Marxism 
with the concrete reality of the Chinese revolution, created the road of new democratic 
revolution, and formed Mao Zedong Thought. “The wrong tendency of dogmatizing 
Marxism and sanctifying the resolutions of the Communist International and the Soviet 
experience had almost landed the Chinese revolution in an impasse” (Party Literature 
Research Office of the CPC Central Committee 1983, 47). 

The victory of the Chinese revolution led by the CPC provides another example of 
success in the history of the international communist movement following the October 
Revolution. This fresh victory strengthened the power of the people’s democratic front in 
the socialist camp and throughout the world. It broke through the eastern front of 
imperialism, struck a blow against the entire capitalist world, weakened the imperialist 
world system, brought about fundamental changes that benefited the international com- 
munist movement in the balance of global political forces, and thus greatly promoted the 
movement's development. The founding of the People’s Republic of China marked the 
definitive ending of China’s semi-colonial and semi-feudal history, allowing the country 
to make a great leap from the feudal autocracy that had prevailed for thousands of years 
to people’s democracy. The revolutionary victory brought a dramatic change to the world 
balance of power between socialism and capitalism, strengthening the power of world 
peace, democracy and socialism. It greatly promoted and inspired the people’s liberation 
struggles in the colonial and semi-colonial world, effectively promoting the further dis- 
integration of the imperialist colonial system, and created a broader path for the liber- 
ation of the proletariat and of all the world’s oppressed people. 


Il. The CPC’s International Contribution: The Great Significance for the 
Development of World Socialism of the CPC’s Leadership of Socialist 
Construction and Reform 


As Lenin pointed out, 


All nations will move towards socialism; it is inevitable. But the process will not be exactly 
the same for all nations; in this or that form of democracy, in this or that form of the dicta- 
torship of the proletariat, in the rate of socialist transformation and in all aspects of social 
life, each nation will have its own characteristics. (Lenin 1990, 163) 


The founding of the People’s Republic of China, on the basis of the new democratic revo- 
lution, and its embarking on the path of socialism occurred at a time when the inter- 
national communist movement had entered a new stage of development. From having 
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a base in just one country, scientific socialism was now becoming established in many 
countries. Despite the drastic changes in the Soviet Union and Eastern European 
countries in the late 1980s and early 1990s, the Communist Party of China has always 
adhered unswervingly to the basic line of the primary stage of socialism, has continued 
to promote reform, opening-up and socialist modernization, and has continuously 
explored and expanded the path of socialism with Chinese characteristics. Since reform 
and opening-up, the People’s Republic of China has become a bright banner for the con- 
struction and development of socialist countries, and a strong fortress for the inter- 
national communist movement and the world socialist movement to continue to 
move forward. As President Xi Jinping pointed out, 


If socialism had not succeeded in China today, or if the leadership of the Communist Party 
of China and the socialist system of China had collapsed along with the domino-like disin- 
tegration of the Soviet Union, the collapse of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and 
the drastic changes in Eastern Europe, or had failed for other reasons, socialist practice 
would have to linger in the dark for many years, and as Marx said, would again have to wan- 
der around the world as a ghost. (Xi 2019, 298-299) 


Serving the cause of socialist construction and reform, the socialist revolutionary path, 
the path of socialist construction, and the socialist path with Chinese characteristics cre- 
ated by the Communist Party of China are all great creations that combine the basic prin- 
ciples of Marxism with the specific reality of China. Together, they make up two major 
theoretical achievements of sinicized Marxism, namely, Mao Zedong Thought and the 
theoretical system of socialism with Chinese characteristics, and continuously promote 
the practical, in-depth development of the international communist movement and 
the world socialist movement. 

The Communist Party of China has creatively implemented a socialist transform- 
ation and has established a socialist system in which the people are the masters of the 
country. China has thus been transformed from a new democratic society to a social- 
ist society, successfully realizing the most extensive and profound social changes in 
Chinese history. In the socialist transformation of capitalist industry and commerce, 
the peaceful redemption of the bourgeoisie that Marx and Lenin had envisaged was 
accomplished. The first five-year plan was formulated and implemented, and a number 
of basic industries, necessary for the country’s industrialization that earlier had been very 
weak, were set up. In the mid-twentieth century, when the forces of socialism were 
weaker than those of Western capitalism, China together with the Soviet Union and 
the people’s democratic states formed a strong socialist camp that greatly strengthened 
the forces of international communism and world socialism, and that profoundly altered 
the relationship of international political forces and the general pattern of world politics. 

The CPC’s search for a path of socialist construction suited to China’s national 
conditions has provided a model for construction and development in other socialist 
countries. After the socialist transformation had basically been completed, the party led 
the people in undertaking comprehensive and large-scale socialist construction. Mao 
Zedong delivered his speech “On the Ten Major Relations,” which proposed that 
China “take the Soviet Union as a mirror,” that it follow its own path, and that it inde- 
pendently explore the path to building socialism. The Eighth National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China clearly proposed that the party focus on developing social 
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productivity, on realizing national industrialization, and on gradually meeting the 
people’s increasing material and cultural needs. In exploring the path of socialist con- 
struction, Mao Zedong proposed to correctly distinguish and handle the two types of 
social contradictions in socialist society. Correctly handling contradictions among the 
people was to be the theme of national political life, and the focus of the party and the 
country was to shift to technological revolution and socialist construction. In the Sino- 
Soviet Dispute, the Communist Party of China effectively safeguarded its independence 
and national sovereignty, maintained the basic guidelines for relations between parties in 
the international communist movement, and promoted the healthy development of 
international communism. The Communist Party of China actively supported the liber- 
ation struggles and just causes of oppressed nations, which not only won it the appreci- 
ation and respect of all countries, but also consolidated unity and cooperation between 
communist parties and socialist countries. Despite severe hardships and serious mistakes 
such as the “Great Leap Forward” and the “People’s Communes,” the party during this 
period withstood huge international and domestic pressures, and recorded tremendous 
achievements in all aspects of construction. An independent and relatively complete 
industrial system and national economic system were established. The people’s material 
and cultural lives were gradually improved. The fields of science, education, culture and 
health were greatly developed, which consolidated and developed the socialist regime, 
laid a foundation for China’s comprehensive economic and social development, and 
made important contributions to the development of world socialism and human 
progress. 

While creating, upholding and developing socialism with Chinese characteristics, 
the Communist Party of China has implemented reform and opening-up and the 
modernization of socialism with Chinese characteristics, greatly promoting the devel- 
opment of world socialism. Since direction determines path and path determines des- 
tiny, the issue of the path that is pursued is fundamental to deciding whether 
revolution, construction and reform will go ahead. The Communist Party of China 
will continue unswervingly on the path of socialism with Chinese characteristics and 
will advance along this path as the times unfold. Further, the Communist Party of 
China will continue to adhere to the standpoint of the people, will insist on building 
the party for the public, on governing the country for the people, and on serving the 
people wholeheartedly. During the primary stage of socialism, the party’s basic line con- 
sists of the defence of the country’s interests and the happiness of the people. The party 
will continue to make economic development the priority for rejuvenating the country, 
will take the four basic principles as the country’s foundation, and will pursue reform and 
opening-up as the way to build a strong country. Implementing reform and opening-up 
represents a key choice that is determining the destiny of contemporary China, and that 
has provided an important weapon for advancing the cause of the party and the people so 
as to catch up with the times. China will neither follow the old closed and rigid path nor 
the treacherous path of changing its flag. From the theory and practice of reform and 
opening-up and socialist modernization, it emerges clearly that the road of socialism 
with Chinese characteristics is the only way to realize socialist modernization, and the 
only way to create a better life for the people. In the area of party diplomacy, the Com- 
munist Party of China has deliberately adjusted its principles and policies. It adheres to 
the four principles of inter-party relations: independence, complete equality, mutual 
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respect and non-interference in each other's internal affairs, and refraining from dis- 
putes. The CPC defends the right of fraternal parties in different countries to follow 
their own paths, and has restored long-interrupted inter-party relations with communist 
parties in many countries, including Russia. Continuously improving its comprehensive 
national strength and international status, China has increasingly established an image as 
a responsible power in the international arena. 

The path of socialism with Chinese characteristics not only accords with the basic 
principles of scientific socialism, but also has distinctive Chinese characteristics. This 
reflects the general law of building and consolidating socialism in countries whose econ- 
omy and culture are relatively backward. The successful development of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics has seen the accumulating of important experience for the devel- 
opment of world socialism. Despite the ups and downs in the development of the world 
socialist movement, the laws and general trends of human social development revealed 
by Marxist science have not and will not change. At the important historical moment 
when drastic transformations occurred in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, the 
world socialist movement went into a low ebb, and the world’s socialist forces were 
severely weakened. Nevertheless, the Communist Party of China overcame all kinds of 
obstacles and interference, unswervingly promoting reform and opening-up. China’s 
overall national strength has increased rapidly, representing a partial rise in the overall 
low tide of world socialism, and world socialism has been saved. As Deng Xiaoping 
pointed out, as long as “China is stable and achieves its development goals, socialism 
will show its superiority... As long as China does not collapse, one-fifth of the world’s 
population is adhering to socialism” (Deng 1993, 320-321). 

After the outbreak of the international financial crisis in 2008, socialism with Chinese 
characteristics showed notable vitality, and making use of its great advantages, overcame 
the crisis. This scotched the theories, proclaiming that “socialism is ending,” “socialism is 
in decline” and “communism is a pipe-dream,” that had arisen following the drastic 
changes in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. Although world socialism in general 
has remained at a low ebb, this serious crisis ushered in a new round of development 
that has relied mainly on the great achievements of socialism with Chinese character- 
istics. At the same time, the Communist Party of China has accumulated a rich historical 
experience of leading the way in reform, opening-up and socialist modernization. This 
experience now provides a useful reference and profound source of enlightenment for 
developing countries as they move toward modernization. As President Xi Jinping sum- 
marized insightfully, 


The major success of socialism with Chinese characteristics shows that socialism has not 
perished, nor will it perish, and that socialism is full of vigor and vitality. The success of 
scientific socialism in China is of great significance to Marxism, scientific socialism, and 
world socialism. (Xi 2019, 298) 


lll. Great Contribution of the Communist Party of China to the 
Development of World Socialism in the New Era 


Socialism with Chinese characteristics has entered a new era, which also represents a new 
historical juncture in China’s development. “This means that scientific socialism has 
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shown strong vitality in China in the twenty-first century, and has held high the great 
banner of socialism with Chinese characteristics in the world” (Xi 2017). Socialism 
with Chinese characteristics in the new era has successfully solved the historical problems 
in the history of socialist development, has created a new situation in the development of 
world socialism, and has become the leading banner of scientific socialism in the twenty- 
first century. It is now the mainstay of the development of world socialism, and the lead- 
ing force promoting the development and progress of human society. As President Xi 
Jinping has pointed out, 


Due to the continuing success of socialism with Chinese characteristics, the situation of 
world socialism since the end of the Cold War has changed dramatically. The passive situ- 
ation of socialism in its competition with capitalism has been transformed, and the super- 
iority of socialism has been amply demonstrated. (Xi 2019, 331) 


Socialism with Chinese characteristics for a new era has developed closer and clearer ties 
with world socialism. As China draws closer to the center of the world stage, as its overall 
national strength and international influence continue to increase, and as it gradually 
becomes a leading country, socialism with Chinese characteristics is no longer a cause 
confined to China alone. As the most important and effective component of world social- 
ism in the twenty-first century, socialism with Chinese characteristics is a great cause that 
plays an important role and makes original contributions. It is a great undertaking that 
provides new choices and Chinese solutions as humanity searches for a better social 
system. 

Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era is a 
scientific theoretical form of Marxism in the twenty-first century. Put briefly, it is con- 
temporary Chinese Marxism and twenty-first-century Marxism. Since the 18th National 
Congress of the Communist Party of China, the Chinese communists, with Comrade Xi 
Jinping as their main representative, have combined the basic principles of Marxism with 
the specific reality of China in the new era and have created Xi Jinping Thought on 
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era. This scientific theoretical system 
adheres to Marxist standpoints, views and methods, upholds the basic principles of scien- 
tific socialism, scientifically summarizes the experience and lessons of the world socialist 
movement, and enriches and develops Marxism with new ideological content. Based on a 
firm belief in socialism and communism, the thinking of Xi Jinping makes important 
original contributions to the building of a community with a shared future for mankind, 
and to safeguarding the common interests and values of humanity. The key to a deep 
understanding and comprehensive grasp of this scientific theoretical system lies in seek- 
ing happiness for the people, rejuvenation for the nation, and unity for the world. Xi 
Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era is gaining 
influence around the world, where it is broadly recognized and has won high praise. A 
view now being expressed is that this thinking has greatly altered the global power 
relationship between Marxism and anti-Marxism, between socialism and capitalism, 
and that a new version of Marxist theory is coming into being. In some circles, it is 
argued that these ideas represent a landmark theoretical achievement, with “the east ris- 
ing and the west descending” in response to great changes unprecedented in a century. 
According to such views, this thinking embodies China’s rich experience accumulated in 
practice and theoretical exploration over the past hundred years, and from which the 
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whole world can learn. Practice has shown fully that Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism 
with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era is not only the latest achievement of the sini- 
cization of Marxism, and the scientific theory that guides the realization of the great reju- 
venation of the Chinese nation, but also the latest theoretical form of Marxism in the 
twenty-first century. As such, it has made original contributions to the development of 
Marxism. 

Socialism with Chinese characteristics in the new era fully embodies the super- 
iority of the socialist system. The landmark achievement of the development and revi- 
talization of world socialism in the twenty-first century is that socialism has won 
broader institutional advantages over capitalism. At present, a marked feature of capit- 
alism is that its various systems have gone into decline and become ineffective. Mean- 
while, socialism with Chinese characteristics has entered a new era. The Communist 
Party of China has comprehensively deepened reform, has continuously developed 
and improved the socialist system with Chinese characteristics, and has carried forward 
the modernization of its national governance system and administrative capabilities. It 
has secured unique institutional and governance advantages, and has also accumulated 
rich experience of how to govern a socialist society. China’s institutional innovation has 
provided a new choice for developing countries in the area of system construction, and 
through Chinese wisdom and Chinese solutions, has contributed to the development of 
the system of human civilization. The achievements of the socialist system with Chinese 
characteristics are not only Chinese, but belong to the world; they not only provide a 
guarantee for China’s socialist modernization and national rejuvenation, but also con- 
tribute to human progress and the development of world civilization. Since China is a 
large developing country with a population of more than 1.3 billion, its every major 
achievement in system construction and innovation will have a far-reaching impact 
on the entire world. As Comrade Deng Xiaoping confidently predicted, “Our system 
will be perfected day by day. It will absorb whatever progressive factors we can find, 
from all countries, and will become the best system in the world.” Comrade Xi Jinping 
has also pointed out: “Through the continuous development of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics, China’s system will become more and more mature. The superiority of 
China's socialist system will be further demonstrated, and the Chinese road will surely 
become wider and wider.”* Today, under the strong leadership of the CPC Central 
Committee with Comrade Xi Jinping at its head, the whole party and the whole people 
will write a glorious chapter in the cause of socialism with Chinese characteristics in the 
new era, and will also create a new situation in the development of world socialism in 
the twenty-first century. 

Socialism with Chinese characteristics in the new era provides Chinese solutions 
to the development problems of human society. The concept and practice of build- 
ing a community with a shared future for mankind is an important part of Xi Jinping 
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era. It embodies the 
scientific understanding of the destiny of humanity achieved by the Chinese commu- 
nists in the face of unprecedented changes over the past century. It systematically 
answers important questions concerning the future of humanity in the contemporary 
era, questions such as “What kind of world is to be built? How can this world be con- 
structed?” and “What has happened to the world? Where is the world going?” Building 
a community with a shared future for mankind represents a major innovation in the 
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theory and practice of scientific socialism, an innovation that embodies the value goals 
of Marxism in the area of human liberation and the lofty ideal of realizing commun- 
ism under the conditions of the new era. As friendly cooperation between China and 
other countries continuously expands, the concept of building a community with a 
shared future for mankind is being supported and approved by more and more people. 
Especially since the COVID-19 epidemic began spreading globally in 2020, this con- 
cept has been tested and recognized as valid by more and more people around the 
world. It has gained a more extensive influence in the international community, 
and will surely promote the further development of world socialism in the twenty- 
first century. 

The search by the Chinese communists for greater harmony in the world shows 
their sentiments in the international field. If we look around the world today, globa- 
lization is suffering from headwinds. Economic growth has been sluggish for many 
years, development gaps are increasingly apparent, the distribution of wealth has 
become severely unbalanced, and global inequality is increasing. At the same time, 
regional conflicts, terrorism, and non-traditional security threats continue to spread. 
In the face of such complex problems and severe challenges, Western capitalist 
countries have shown obvious incompetence and powerlessness, particularly evident 
in the global spread of COVID-19, which has severely affected the rule-based multi- 
lateral system. Today, the destiny of all the world’s countries is closely linked. “No 
country can deal on its own with the various challenges faced by humanity; no 
country can retreat to a self-enclosed island” (Party Literature Research Office of 
the CPC Central Committee 2017, 47). All of the world’s countries need to work 
together in a responsible spirit and to jointly maintain and promote world peace 
and development. 

As President Xi Jinping pointed out in his report to the 19th National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China, 


The Communist Party of China is a political party that seeks happiness for the Chinese 
people, and it is also a political party that strives for human progress. The party always 
regards its mission as making new and greater contributions to humankind. (Party Litera- 
ture Research Office of the CPC Central Committee 2017, 46) 


The Communist Party of China has celebrated its centenary, which is a major event in the 
history not only of the party, but also of the world socialist movement. From this new 
historical starting point, the Communist Party of China will make new and greater con- 
tributions to revitalizing world socialism and the cause of human development and 
progress. 


Notes 


1. See http://www.qstheory.cn/wp/2019-10/29/c_1125164854.htm. 
2. See http://www.qstheory.cn/zhuanqu/bkjx/2019-04/12/c_1124358139.htm. 
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